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Message from the Bridge
First I would like to thank all the membership for the confidence you have entrusted me with by electing me as the new President for 2008.

Well it is time for the Spring News Letter in order to be published and sent to provide the members with information on upcoming events and past successes. The last success was the Christmas dinner and dance held at the Legion in Bridgewater. Our Patron, Mrs. Janet Piers attended along with many members and guests. From all reports everyone had a jolly good time, and enjoyed a fine meal served by the Legion Auxiliary.


 The new entertainment chairman Ronald “Sticky” Lepage is feeling his way into his new duties with the aid of Shipmate Ivan Foote (past chairman) and other helpful shipmates. Plans for the 2008 Battle of the Atlantic Mess Dinner are well underway with the Master at Arms organizing the Candle Light Service to be performed. The Candle Light Service and Dinner will be M/C’d by Shipmate Larry Truelove. Shipmate Ron Lepage has also volunteered to fill the History Chairman’s position. Shipmate Ivan is continuing on as the Master at Arms just to keep us all in line and in step.

Our ever faithful Doc Halliday is heading up the committee for a planed weekend in Cornwallis to go along with other events for the upcoming 2010 celebrations. 2010 is fast approaching and plans for that year are in the making so shipmates the club will need volunteers to man the OARS of the upcoming events.  Do Not Be Shy!!!

The paper and pencil gentleman Elmer Mason will keep tabs on our expenditures so that we do not get over extravagant and Gordon Crouse will audit the fine print. 


For the past six years Gerald Sigrist has kept the records flowing and we can all thank him for the great job he has carried out. “Jerry” as most of us know him will keep us informed on RCNA events and happenings as he is the RCNA Director for the ADPNA, the RCNA Area Vice President and the Executive Secretary for the RCNA. Keep up the good work Jerry.

The past President Martin Field has taken up the challenge of association secretary and will do his very best to match or maybe better our past secretary. 


Shipmate Leo Sampson will continue to serve as 2nd Vice for the association. 

Remember when the oars are used in sync the long boat goes smoothly ahead. Lets all do what ever we can to keep the Admiral Desmond Piers Naval Association sailing forward. All hands can do something to help out.

I thank you One and ALL for your confidence and wish you 

Fair Weather and Good Health for 2008.

Shipmate Milton C. Williams

President ADPNA

Janet says “A BIG HELLO to all her boys and hopes that everyone is well.”    
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Our Patron, 1st. Vice and Santa at the Christmas Dinner and Dance

……………………………………………………………………………………….

 A second grader came home from school and said to her grandmother,
 "Grandma, guess what?  We learned how to make babies today." 

 The grandmother, more than a little surprised, tried to keep her cool. "That's
 interesting," she said, "How do you make babies?" 

 "It's simple," replied the girl. "You just change 'y' to 'i' and add 'es'."

Sick and Visiting
If anyone knows of or hears of a member that is bedridden at home or in hospital; sick or having an operation, please contact the sick and visiting member for the area or one of the Executive members. We can’t do much if we don’t know when a member is ill.

S & V Members  -  Bridgewater  - David Heming




 Lunenburg   -  Maurice Legault




 Liverpool     -  Lawrence Truelove




 Chester         -  Robert Whiteside

Message from the Imd. Past President

Shipmates;  It has been my pleasure to be at the helm of this association during the past 3 years. I was very impressed with the overall sprit, volunteering and commitment that were shown by the regular members during this time. I stepped aside so that we can have some new “blood” at the top and to introduce new members into the executive.

It is my wish that the membership will give their full support to the new president, Milton Williams, and his executive.

I now hold the very enviable executive position of SECRETARY, and will do my best to live up to the deeds of my predecessor.

May all of you enjoy a very special 2008 and the events that are planned by your association.
Membership

Membership now stands at 132 members.

Six members were dropped last year (2007) for non payment of DUES.

To date this year we have 55 members who have forgotten (Senior Moments) about their dues. As a friendly reminder, check your envelope for “Exp. 07” and then please submit your dues. Still $15.00 / year…

From the RCNA Director

There have been a few changes within the ADPNA, mainly at the Executive level.

First, I would like to congratulate the incoming President and wish him well in his new position; and many thanks to the outgoing President for a job well done and, as he will take over the Secretary’s job, his work is not finished but just beginning. I am looking forward to working with all the new Executive. I am sure we are in good hands. In order to keep this club one of the best in the RCNA, I would ask all Shipmates to do their best to come forward and help out. I now hold the job of Executive Secretary with the National body but will continue to work with the local club Executive as RCNA Director. 


Embodied in this Newsletter is a rather long proposal from the Royal Canadian Legion to form a Veterans’ Federation within the Legion. This proposal requires input from all the membership which includes over 4,000 Veterans in the RCNA. It will be discussed and your opinions will be put forward to the National Executive at a meeting in May 2008 and it will be voted on at the AGM in late September. I would appreciate if you would read this proposal carefully and send or phone me your opinion as soon as possible. I wish to compile a report by April 1st.  Also, please indicate if you are a Legion Member. 

Send your opinions to: 
Jerry Sigrist, 
308 - 74 Aberdeen Road, 
Bridgewater, NS  
B4V 2S6,
 e-mail
adpna.sigrist@ns.sympatico.ca  
     or phone 543-6763.

See you at the next meeting.


Aye, Jerry
………………………………………………………………………………………………
Message from the Entertainment Chairman
Annual Battle of the Atlantic Mess Dinner


This year we are back to our normal routine of having our Battle of the Atlantic Mess Dinner at the Royal Canadian Legion Br.24, here in Bridgewater. The date and times are as follows:

Date: 25 April 2008

1730 – Up Sprits

1830 – Candle Light Ceremony

1855 approx. – Hands to Dinner

1900 - March on the Head Table 


 We require volunteers to man a booth in the Bridgewater Mall (Sobeys), selling raffle tickets to raise funds for our Sea Cadet Bursary Trust Fund. We have 11 days of selling spread over 6 weeks with 2 shifts a day. The days that we will be selling are:




March  14  -  19  -  20  -  27  -  28




April  3  -  4  -  10  -  11  -  17  -  18

At the next meeting I will have a board drawn up with days/shifts and a space for volunteers to write in their names. Shifts will be from 1000 to 1400 and 1400 to 1800. Two (2) people are required per shift and may be 2 members or a member and spouse if we cannot get enough members to volunteer. We realize that none of us are getting younger and sometimes a few hours take a toll on one’s reserve.


Again this year we are looking at a get-together / sports day at the MARC. More info to follow as the summer approaches.
Subject: A Proposed Veterans Federation
A special meeting was called by the Dominion Command of the Royal Canadian Legion in Ottawa, 15 November 2007, to discuss several proposals the Legion gave on amalgamation with them and all the other Veterans Organizations.

 

The Other Groups Attending were:






Air Force Association of Canada





Army, Navy & Air Vets - ANAVETS





Canadian Veterans in UN Peacekeeping





Canadian Peacekeeping Veterans Association





Royal Canadian Naval Association





Canadian Naval Air Group Association





Canadian Naval Divers Association





Chiefs & Petty Officers Association





NATO Veterans Association





National Aboriginal Veterans Association





Korean Veterans Association





Canadian Merchant Navy Veterans





Naval Officers Association of Canada





RCMP Veterans Association





Gulf War Veterans Association

 

The Executive of the RCNA has decided to ask for input of all Branches, rather than making a decision here at the Executive level as any response warrants the input of our members as a whole. We will then compile your opinions and we will not release your name to each comment we receive. Take your time to think about this, it is a very important matter but please answer ASAP.

 

We are looking for a YES or NO on the four options, or a NO on all of them.

The entire plebiscite is much to long for inclusion here but these four options are made for consideration.

 

Option 1.
Maintain the Status Quo
 

Pro:
The unique service identity of individual veterans is fostered and promoted through different associations. Some have clubs or facilities to support programs

 

Con:
The veteran community is seriously fragmented. Associations compete against each other for recruits.

 

Result:
The interests of veterans are not promoted to maximum effect.



Many associations will not survive or will decline to nominal status.

 

 

Option 2.
Smaller organization unite to Form a New Federation

 

Pro:
Service identity of individual veterans can be protected within a new federation.


With substantial membership fees, organizational infrastructure and facilities can be developed.

 

Con:
Very difficult to start up due to the lack of initial infrastructure and facilities.


Very expensive for each member.


Veteran community remains partially fragmented.

 

Result:
Possible but not practical.

 

 

Option 3.
Merge with the RCL as the Biggest Organization.

 

Pro:
Veteran community is promoted and supported through a single veterans organization.

 

Con:
Loss of individual service identity under current RCL Structure.

 

Result:
Unlikely

 

 

Option 4.
Establish a Federation of Veterans within the RCL Structure.
 

A Federated RCL Detail


The current command and branch structure of the RCL would remain.


Any veteran organization could join with the RCL to form the new Federated RCL.


That organization would be known as the Royal Canadian Naval Association of the Royal Canadian Legion.


The members of any joining association would enroll into the RCL either as branch members or as members-at-large, normal fees would apply…..


These members could wear identifiable dress or their current organization but also the RCL Crest to confirm that we all belong to the same federated organization.

 


Any other veteran association joining the RCL federation as a composite organization could retain its own structure, programs and elections. In such a case the member would also pay a small additional fee to that organization to support its own unique programs.


Dominion command would provide all administrative and financial support, Current RCL members might wish to transfer into the ranks of the composite organization.


Some organizations might simply wish to retain their name and identity but with no formal elected organization or structure.


Members of the composite organizations would be appointed to RCL committees in forming policy and advocacy positions.


Presidents, elected officers and members of composite organizations would be free to run for National RCL Office as well.


A large composite organization (more than 6000 members) which retains an elected officer structure and unique programs would have a dedicated voting seat on the National Executive Council.


Special requirements of large composite organizations (e.g. separate magazine or newsletter) would be supported.

 

Pro:
Service identity of individual members can be protected.


Composite organizations with membership of over a specific number (6000 ?) would have a dedicated seat on the National Council.


Officers and members of the composite organization could run for National Office of the federated RCL.



Unique dress of each composite organization would be maintained.


Membership would be held in the RCL and the composite organization as desired. The RCL Crest to be worn by all.


The infrastructure and resources of the RCL would be shared with all.


Financial accounting and membership documentation would be funded and supported by the RCL Legion Magazine could underwrite articles related to composite organizations.


All goals and secondary objectives would be obtained.

 

Con:
All members must join the newly federation and pay a fee to it in addition to the fees which may be determined by any composite organization.

 

Result: 
A very plausible structure and organization

 

I would ask that the content of this proposal be read and that your opinions be forwarded to me by any means, e-mail, phone or snail mail for compilation and forwarding. Not later than 1st April 2008.  Answers from all branches will be compiled at the RCNA Executive Meeting in May and finalized at the AGM in 2008. We require your opinions to arrive at the right conclusion.

 

Jerry Sigrist, RCNA National Executive Secretary
