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"The freedom that we have today was purchased with the blood of another generation", Padre Jack Barrett, Formation Chaplain's Office, MARLANT 
On Sunday, 6 June the 60th Anniversary of D-Day and the Battle of Normandy was commemorated in Halifax… 

…Following the ceremonies, France's highest recognition for bravery in military action and service was bestowed upon Rear Admiral Desmond Piers Ret’d for his actions during the "Débarquement". On behalf of President Jacques Chirac, Michel Freymüth, the Counsul General of France to Moncton and Halifax, inducted Admiral Piers Ret’d into the "Ordre National de la Légion d'Honneur". It was the first time that the ceremony of induction has taken place outside of France. Admiral Piers graciously accepted the recognition on behalf of all D-Day veterans saying: "We did our stuff, we were very lucky and we survived it." Created in 1802 by Napoleon and replacing all previous royal orders abolished by the French Revolution, the Legion of Honours is the highest award given for outstanding service to France. Admiral Piers was the Commanding Officer of HMCS ALGONQUIN during the D-Day invasion and led the bombardment of enemy defences along the Normandy coast as well as providing fire support to the Canadian 3rd Infantry Division as the soldiers advanced inland from the beach.







